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Specification 985 & APL

 Materials Specification

 Requires Contractor to choose Geotextiles & Geogrids 
from APL.

 Application Type (D-2, E-4, etc.)

 Soil Type (Drainage Applications)

 Requirements on the Plans (min. strength, etc.)



Specification 985 & APL

 Provides testing requirements for APL listing

 Subdivides Drainage Geotextiles based on soil type.

 Effective with 2015 Spec Book

 Same Implementation as 2015 Standard Indices

 Industry Review starts next week
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Benefit to Manufacturers

 Shorter product acceptance to usage period

 APL Products – Approval prior to Time of Use

 Standard Index – Approval prior to edit deadline for 
the current Design Standards Index



Benefit to Construction

 APL listed by Specification; under 985:

 Material Application Type

- Application Type D-3a

– Approved Choice 1

– Approved Choice 2

- Application Type E-1

– Approved Choice 1

– Approved Choice 2

- Application Type R-3

– Approved Choice 1

• Submitted Test Results for Choice 1

– Approved Choice 2

• Submitted Test Results for Choice 2



Impacts on Design

 For projects letting in January 2015 and later, the 
following revisions in Plans & Spec Packages are 
needed:

 Remove references to Standard Index 199

 Revise requirements for materials selection from 
Standard Index 501

- e.g. “Geogrid/Geotextile approved for Application x 
in Standard Index 501” to “R-x Geosynthetic”

 Just show the Application Type (with any special 
requirements) in the call-out on the Plans, TSP, etc.

 Design Standards Index references to “Index 199” will 
now reference “Specifications Section 985”
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